Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/02 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700170358-5

STAT

\0

<

Q"’&

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/02 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700170358-5



[
zed

|

Co

py Appr

1/09/02 CIA-RDP80-OO809AOOO701 73

AT USRS [ RN

Release 201

I'

1N 58-5
oved for -

-CHINESE GOVERNMENT HALTS
MASS MIGRATION OF PEASANTS TO CITIES

[éummary: On 12 April 1953, the guvernment of China issued
@ directive ordering a halt to the recklecs migration of peag-
ants into cities. An editorial published in the Jen-min Jib-
Lo on 20 April 1952, entitle. "Peasants Who Blinaly Migrateq
to the City Must Return Hope, " discussing tlis mass movement
of peasants, wgs reprinted in the Ysin-hua Yueh-pao, May 1953.
A summary of the editorial follows, ‘

Since spring or 1953, large E£roups of peasunts have been migrating to the
cities. statistics for April show that over 50,000 peasants went to the cities,
and that a great number were 5till en route. This movement has not only created
difficulties in urban centers, and burdened transportation and comnunication lines,
but has also been n serious detriment to spring planting. ‘the leading agencies
Of the Chinese Communist Party and the Central People's Governuent are advised
to treat this Problen with utmost seriousness and carry out the directive of the
government to tgke appropriaste measures toput an end tc this migration of peas-
unts,

Certain construction units that are recrulting workers in rural viliages

on their own initiative are primarily responsible for this trouble; therefore,
Ye must strengthen the planning in the mobilization and utilization of con-

struction labor, National economic construction hag already begun, and the

need to recruit ¥orxers from the rural areas will dovbtless be increased. Al-
though there are naturally many cadres and peasants, especially young peasants

in the villages, who want to B0 to the city and enter industrial production work,
We must recopnize that national economic construction must be carried on systemat.
lcally., A large labor rforce cannot be assimilated ai) at once, but must be
utilized and wmobiiized through planning and organizating,

Factorieé, mines, and construction companies should submit a list of the
workers they require to labor administrative agencles, where the actual recruit.
ing is arranged. To stop the mass rush Lo the c¢itles, all local goverament.s
should expluin to the pensants that migrating to the cities is bad for the coun-
try end for the pPeasants themselves, and encourage and advise them to remain at
home for production work. We must educate the hsien and ch'u cadres and broaden
the peasants understanding of the exact relationship between industry and agri-
culture; we must UpPose the attitude of disrespect for agriculture,

The Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, in a directive on
spring planting for party committees on all levels, stated that agricultural pro-
duction is extremely important for uninterrupteq industriul development, and that
the level of agricultural production must continually be ralsed, The directive
continued that i is wrong to overlnok the Importance of agriculture during the
bresent industrial boom, and that industry and agriculture supplement each other.
Agriculture is even more important now than it was in the past, because of ip<
dustry's increasea demands for commerclal foodstuffs and for industrial raw
materials.

Thererore, we must encourage and increase agricultural production, We must
educate the peasants and develop the potential energy of the rural surplus labor
force, develop a more diversified rural €e0nony, start small-scale water conser-
vation projects, and Llmprove farming techniques, We nust build up the tertility
of the soil, begin afforestation, improve suinal husbandry, and develop supplen
mentary production of merketable goods. The beasants will roquire nid ip the
marketing of supplementry and speciel local products, Depending on the avaflubil-
ity of its resources, and government should Systematically repair voads, vuild
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waterways, and construct large-scale vater conservation projects. This con-
Struction will not only absorb rural labor but will also directly af-
fect the interests of the peasants. Working conditions on these engi-
neering projects will also be improved. ’

In addition, the policies of the party and the government must be carried
out; disregard for the rights of the individual in agriculture must be cor-
rected, and the work methods and habits of the rural cadres must be raformed.

Regarding the disposition of thosge beasants who are already in the cities s
the directive of the Government Administration Council concerning this problem
Peration in an orderly and careful manner, Except for those

who are actually needed in industry, peasants must return home.

Y Are responsible
for them, and they should arrange with the peasants® native lo ‘lity for the best
method of sending them home. Party members, Youth Corps members, and cadres who
uigrated to the city must return to direct the spring crop production. Since
8Pring planting has already begun, any delay will affect crop production and it
is urgent that Ppeasants and rural -adres return st Once,




